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H .ouse B111 1553 proposes to appropriate funds for: l) The administrati
expenses of the Ah M ' ' ve and operational

a oku Advisory C0mm1ttee,; and 2) The community education on th
administrative structure regardin th h

e
g e a a moku system and on natural and cultural resource

management. The Department of Land and Natural Resources supports this bill provided
that its passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive
Budget request.
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LEGISLATIVE TESTIMONY
1N SUPPORT OF

HBl553, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE
‘AHA MOKU ADVISORY COMMITEE

Hearing, Wednesday, February 26, 2014, Room 308

Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
Representative Scott Y. Nishimoto, Vice Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Vice Chair
Members, Committee on Finance

Aloha mai kakou

The Hawaiian Affairs Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i supports HB1553, to
appropriate funds for the administration and operational expenses of the ‘Aha Moku Advisory
committee and community education on the administrative structure regarding the ‘aha moku
system and on natural and cultural resource management.

The ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee was established pursuant to Act 288, Session Laws of
Hawaii 2012, to serve in an advisory capacity to the Chairperson of the Board ofLand and
Natural Resources on issues related to land and natural resources management through the ‘Aha
Moku System, a system ofbest practices that is based upon the indigenous resource management
practices of moku (regional) boundaries, which acknowledges the natural contours of land, the
specific resources located within those areas, and the methodology necessary to sustain natural
resources and the community.

The appropriation of funds will allow the ‘Aha Moku Advisory Committee to fulfill its mandate
as envisioned by the legislature and the administration, and their work should benefit the state of
Hawaii to make informed decisions about Hawaii’s land and natural resources.

Please suppoit HBl553!

Respectfully

/s/ Davis Price by on-line testimony

DAVIS PRICE
Chair, Hawaiian Affairs Caucus
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